Evening Prayer

Sunday, 19® April 2026
Third Sunday of Easter

All

All

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

In your resurrection, O Christ,
let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia.

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord,

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
to you be glory and praise for ever.

From the deep waters of death

you brought your people to new birth

by raising your Son to life in triumph.
Through him dark death has been destroyed
and radiant life is everywhere restored.

As you call us out of darkness into his marvellous light
may our lives reflect his glory

and our lips repeat the endless song.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,
let us pray with one heart and mind.



Candles are lit.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
so may your mercy come down upon us

to cleanse our hearts

and set us free to sing your praise

now and for ever.
All Amen.

Psalm 48

| Great is the Lord and highly to be praised, ¢
in the city of our God.

2 His holy mountain is fair and lifted high, #
the joy of all the earth.

3 On Mount Zion, the divine dwelling place, ¢
stands the city of the great king.

4 In her palaces God has shown himself ¢
to be a sure refuge.

5 For behold, the kings of the earth assembled ¢
and swept forward together.

6 They saw, and were dumbfounded; ¢
dismayed, they fled in terror.

7 Trembling seized them there;
they writhed like a woman in labour, ¢
as when the east wind shatters the ships of Tarshish.

8 As we had heard, so have we seen
in the city of the Lord of hosts, the city of our God:
God has established her for ever.

9 We have waited on your loving-kindness, O God, ¢
in the midst of your temple.

10 As with your name, O God,
so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth; ¢
your right hand is full of justice.



I'l Let Mount Zion rejoice and the daughters of Judah be
glad, ¢
because of your judgements, O Lord.

12 Walk about Zion and go round about her;
count all her towers; ¢
consider well her bulwarks; pass through her citadels,

13 That you may tell those who come after
that such is our God for ever and ever. ¢
It is he that shall be our guide for evermore.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Haggai 1.13 - 2.9

Then Haggai, the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the people with
the Lord’s message, saying, | am with you, says the Lord. And the
Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and
worked on the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, on the
twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month.

In the second year of King Darius,in the seventh month, on the
twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by the
prophet Haggai, saying: Speak now to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and to the remnant of the people, and say, Who is left among you
that saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you
now!? Is it not in your sight as nothing? Yet now take courage,

O Zerubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son of
Jehozadak, the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land,
says the Lord; work, for | am with you, says the Lord of hosts,
according to the promise that | made you when you came out of
Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. For thus says the
Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, | will shake the heavens



and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and | will shake all the
nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and | will fill
this house with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is
mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord of hosts. The latter
splendour of this house shall be greater than the former, says the
Lord of hosts; and in this place | will give prosperity, says the Lord
of hosts.

Second Reading: | Corinthians 3.10-17

According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master
builder | laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each
builder must choose with care how to build on it. For no one can
lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that
foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw—the work of
each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it,
because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort
of work each has done. If what has been built on the foundation
survives, the builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned,
the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but only as
through fire.

Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy
that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.

A short reflection follows

The Lord is my strength and my song:

he has become my salvation.

The Lord is my strength and my song:
he has become my salvation.

| shall not die, but live,

and declare the works of the Lord.

He has become my salvation.



Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
The Lord is my strength and my song:
he has become my salvation.
from Psalm |18

The Magnificat

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
2 From this day all generations will call me blessed;
the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name.
3 He has mercy on those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
4 He has shown strength with his arm
and has scattered the proud in their conceit,
5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
6 He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
to remember his promise of mercy,
8 The promise made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Luke 1.46-55
All  Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Prayers
Silence may be kept.
The Collect of the day is said

God of hosts,
who so kindled the flame of love



in the heart of your servant George
that he bore witness to the risen Lord
by his life and by his death:

give us the same faith and power of love
that we who rejoice in his triumphs

may come to share with him the fullness of the resurrection;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Rejoicing in God’s new creation,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All  Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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