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The Gathering  
 

Stand A hymn is sung as the choir, servers and clergy enter 
 

Processional Hymn How shall I sing that majesty 
 

How shall I sing that Majesty 

which angels do admire? 

Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 

thousands of thousands stand around 
thy throne, O God most high; 

ten thousand times ten thousand sound 

thy praise; but who am I? 
 

Thy brightness unto them appears, 
whilst I thy footsteps trace; 

a sound of God comes to my ears, 
but they behold thy face. 

I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 

with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, 

Lord, treasure up my mite. 
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Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 
inflame it with love's fire; 

then shall I sing and bear a part 
with that celestial choir. 

They sing because thou art their Sun; 

Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 

there alleluias be. 
 

How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
which doth all beings keep! 

Thy knowledge is the only line 

to sound so vast a deep. 
thou art a sea without a shore, 

a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, 

thy place is everywhere. 

 

 
 
The Greeting 

 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ  be with you 
and also with you. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
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Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy  
forgive what we have been,  

help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you,  

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 
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you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 
The Collect 
 

Let us pray 

 
Almighty Father, 

who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord: 

give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 

and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Readings 
 
Sit 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2.14a, 36-41) 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say.  
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Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has 

made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’  
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 

and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to 
them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all 
who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.’ And he 

testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ So those who welcomed his 

message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 
added.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 116.1-7 
 

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 
I love the Lord, because he has heard 

   my voice and my supplications.  
Because he inclined his ear to me, 

   therefore I will call on him as long as I live.  
I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

The snares of death encompassed me; 

   the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
   I suffered distress and anguish.  

Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
   ‘O Lord, I pray, save my life!’  

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
   our God is merciful.  

The Lord protects the simple; 
   when I was brought low, he saved me.  

Return, O my soul, to your rest, 

   for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.  
I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. 
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A reading from the first letter of Peter (1.17-23) 
 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according 
to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know 

that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He 

was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the 
end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, 

who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and 
hope are set on God.  

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so 

that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 
heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable 

seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 

Alleluia!  
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (24. 13 – 35). 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all 
these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, 

Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept 

from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with 
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each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one 

of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 

there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The 
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 

word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 

handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 

now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of 
our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and 

when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that 
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some 

of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 

women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, 
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 

have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all 

the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures.  
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead 

as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, 
because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in 

to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, 

and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to 

each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to 
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same 

hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has 

risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.  

  
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit             Sermon 
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Stand       The Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 



 8 

 
Kneel      Prayers of Intercession 
 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 
 

The prayers usually include these concerns and may follow this 
sequence: 
 
The Church of Christ 
 
Creation, human society, those in authority 
 
The local community 
 
Those who suffer 
 
The communion of saints 
 
 
These responses may be used 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 
Or 
 
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
  
and at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
Stand    The Peace 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

and also with you. Alleluia! 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
The Offertory 
 
A Hymn is sung as the elements of bread and wine and the gifts of the 

people are brought to the altar. 
 

Offertory Hymn 355 Now the green blade riseth 
 
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 
In the grave they laid Him, Love by hatred slain, 

thinking that never he would wake again, 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 
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When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 
thy touch can call us back to life again; 

fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

 

Be present, be present, 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
our risen high priest; 

make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 

and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord: 

Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 

You are the Saviour of the world. 
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Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Kneel          The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation as our Saviour has taught us so we pray 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Breaking of Bread 
     

Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes.  
 

Agnus Dei 
 
Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
 
Communicant members of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive Communion.  
 
Any member of the congregation is welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
 
During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung. 
 

Anthem: arr. J. Barnard, O sons and daughters let us sing 
 
 



 14 

Kneel         Prayer after Communion 
 
 
Silence is kept. 
  
Living God, 

your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread: 

open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in all his redeeming work; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 
God of truth, 

we have seen with our eyes 
and touched with our hands the bread of life: 

strengthen our faith 

that we may grow in love for you  
and for each other; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

  

The Notices  
  
  

Stand A hymn is sung 

 
Post Communion Hymn Sing of the Lord’s goodness 
 

Sing of the Lord's goodness Father of all wisdom, 
come to him and bless his name. 

Mercy he has shown us, his love is forever, 

faithful to the end of days. 
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Refrain: Come, then, all you nations, 

sing of your Lord's goodness, 
melodies of praise and thanks to God. 

Ring out the Lord's glory, 
praise him with your music, 

worship him and bless his name. 

 
Power he has wielded, honour is his garment 

risen from the snares of death. 
His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken, 

new life he now gives to all. 
 

Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow, 

Spirit of our God most high; 
solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner, 

splendour of the living God. 
 

Praise him with your singing, praise him with the trumpet 

praise God with the lute and harp; 
praise him with the cymbals, praise him with your dancing, 

praise God till the end of days. 

 
 

The Dismissal 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
 

The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

The ministers and people depart. 
 
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000 

 


