
St Mary-at-Finchley 
Parish Eucharist 

10am 
Sunday Next before Lent 

15th February 2026 
 

The Gathering 
 

Processional Hymn 489 The Lord will come and not be slow 

 
The Lord will come and not be slow, 

His footsteps cannot err; 

Before Him righteousness shall go, 
His royal harbinger. 

 
Truth from the earth, like to a flower, 

Shall bud and blossom free; 
And justice, from her heavenly bower, 

Bless all humanity 

 
The nations all whom thou hast made 

Shall come, and all shall frame 
To bow them low before thee, Lord, 

And glorify thy Name. 

 
For great thou art, and wonders great 

By Thy strong hand are done: 
Thou in Thy everlasting seat 

Remainest God alone. 

 
 
In the name of the Father, 
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and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
 

The Greeting 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you.                                                   
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 

Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
               Prayers of Penitence 
 
Jesus said: 

Before you offer your gift, 
go and be reconciled, 

As brothers and sisters in God's family, 

we come together to ask our Father for forgiveness. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 
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We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis (Poston Mass) 
 

Gloria, gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Glory, glory, glory be to thee, 

And peace to his people here on earth. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, 

We praise thee, we bless thee, we adore thee, 

We glorify thee, glorificamus, glorify thee, glorificamus, 
We give thee thanks for thy great glory. 

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens, 

Only Son of the Father, Jesus Christ, 
Thou who takest away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy on us, 

Thou who takest away the sins of the world, 
Receive our prayer, 

Thou who art at the right hand of the Father 
Have mercy on us, 

Solus sanctus, quoniam tu solus sanctus, 

Thou alone art the Lord, 
Thou alone most high, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, 
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in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 

 

Let us pray 

 
Almighty Father, 

whose Son was revealed in majesty 
before he suffered death upon the cross: 

give us grace to perceive his glory, 

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
A reading from the book of Exodus (24.12-end) 

 
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 

and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 

commandment, which I have written for their instruction.’ So Moses set 
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of 

God. To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, until we come to you 
again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to 

them.’  
Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 

mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 

covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the 
cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring 

fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses 
entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 

mountain for forty days and forty nights.  

 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 2 

 
Happy are all who take refuge in him 

 
Why do the nations conspire, 

   and the peoples plot in vain?  

The kings of the earth set themselves, 
   and the rulers take counsel together, 

   against the Lord and his anointed, saying,  
‘Let us burst their bonds asunder, 

   and cast their cords from us.’  

 
Happy are all who take refuge in him 

 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

   the Lord has them in derision.  
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

   and terrify them in his fury, saying,  

‘I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.’  
 

Happy are all who take refuge in him 
 

I will tell of the decree of the Lord: 

He said to me, ‘You are my son; 
   today I have begotten you.  

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
   and the ends of the earth your possession.  

You shall break them with a rod of iron, 
   and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.’  

 

Happy are all who take refuge in him 
 

Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
   be warned, O rulers of the earth.  

Serve the Lord with fear, 

   with trembling kiss his feet, 
or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way; 

   for his wrath is quickly kindled.  
Happy are all who take refuge in him.  
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Happy are all who take refuge in him 

 
 

A reading from the second letter of Peter (1.16-end) 
 

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 

the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honour and glory from God 

the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ We 

ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on 

the holy mountain.  
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well 

to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must 

understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men 

and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.  

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (17.25-end) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John 

and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 

dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking 
with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 

you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and 

one for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the 

Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the disciples 
heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus 
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came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ And when 

they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.  

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Preacher The Curate    Sermon 
 

The Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
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glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 

 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 
let us pray to the Father. 
 

at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
The Peace 
 
Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God 

in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
 

The Offertory 
 

Offertory Hymn 78 Christ is the world’s true light 
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Christ is the world’s true light, 

its captain of salvation, 

the daystar clear and bright 

of every race and nation; 

new life, new hope awakes, 

Where’er we own his sway: 

freedom her bondage breaks, 

and night is turned to day. 

 

In Christ all races meet, 

their ancient feuds forgetting, 

the whole round world complete, 

from sunrise to its setting: 

when Christ is throned as Lord, 

all shall forsake their fear, 

to ploughshare beat the sword, 

to pruning-hook the spear. 

 

One Lord, in one great name 

unite us all who own thee; 

cast out our pride and shame 

that hinder to enthrone thee; 

the world has waited long, 

has travailed long in pain; 

to heal its ancient wrong, 

come, Prince of Peace, and reign! 
 

 
Prayer at the Preparation of the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 

fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 

through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Sanctus, sanctus Dominus, sanctus, Deus, 

Holy, holy, holy one, holy Lord 
Heav’n and earth are full of thy glory, glory be to thee, glory be,  

O my Lord most high, glory be to thee,  
Sanctus, sanctus Dominus, sanctus, Deus, 

Holy, holy, holy one, holy, holy Lord 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of Mary the God-bearer and all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Kneel for The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
Breaking of Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei 
 
Agnus Dei, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Agnus Dei, Lamb of God, grant us all of your peace. 

Agnus Dei, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 
Agnus Dei, Lamb of God, grant us all of your peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 
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Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive 
Holy Communion in this Church 
Anybody is welcome to come forward for to receive a blessing. 

 
Music During Communion: Howells, My eyes for beauty pine 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Holy God, 

we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: 
may we who are partakers at his table 

reflect his life in word and deed, 
that all the world may know his power to change and save. 

This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 

Amen. 

 

The Notices 
 

Post Communion Hymn 519 Thy kingdom come, O God 
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1 Thy kingdom come, O God, 

thy rule, O Christ, begin; 

break with thine iron rod 

the tyrannies of sin. 

 

2 Where is thy reign of peace 

and purity and love? 

When shall all hatred cease, 

as in the realms above? 

 

3 When comes the promised time 

that war shall be no more, 

and lust, oppression, crime 

shall flee thy face before? 

 

4 We pray thee, Lord, arise, 

and come in thy great might; 

revive our longing eyes, 

which languish for thy sight. 

 

5 Some scorn thy sacred name, 

and wolves devour thy fold; 

by many deeds of shame 

we learn that love grows cold. 

 

6 O'er lands both near and far 

thick darkness broodeth yet: 

arise, O Morning Star, 

arise, and never set! 

 

The Dismissal 
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The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
 
The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
 

Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000 
Third Edition 2005 

 
 


