
St Mary-at-Finchley 
Parish Eucharist 

10am 
First Sunday of Advent 
30th November 2025 

 

The Gathering 
 

Introit Advent Responsory  
 
 
Stand A hymn is sung as the choir, servers and clergy enter 
 

Processional Hymn 307 Lo he comes with clouds 
descending 
 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

alleluia! 

Christ appears on earth to reign. 

 

Every eye shall now behold him 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at naught and sold him, 

pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

 

Those dear tokens of his Passion 
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still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers: 

with what rapture 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

alleluia! 

thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 

 
 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 
The Greeting 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
 
The Advent Wreath 
 

A Candle on the Advent Wreath is lit and a prayer said 

 
God of Abraham and Sarah, 

and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. 

Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 



 2 

Son of God and Son of David. 

Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 

to make his home among us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

the light who is coming into the world. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
Kneel                                          Prayers of Penitence 
 

 
When the Lord comes 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

 
O King enthroned on high, 

filling the earth with your glory:  
holy is your name, 

Lord God almighty. 

In our sinfulness we cry to you 
to take our guilt away, 

and to cleanse our lips to speak your word, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life et eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Kyrie eleison 
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Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
The Collect 
 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words 
‘Let us pray’. 
 
Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
 
Sit 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah (2.1-5) 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  
In days to come 

   the mountain of the Lord’s house 
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shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

   and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it.  

   Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

   to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 
   and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  

He shall judge between the nations, 

   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

   neither shall they learn war any more.  
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 122 
 

I was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
I was glad when they said to me, 

   ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’  
Our feet are standing 

   within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

I was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
Jerusalem—built as a city 

   that is bound firmly together.  
To it the tribes go up, 

   the tribes of the Lord, 

as was decreed for Israel, 
   to give thanks to the name of the Lord.  

For there the thrones for judgement were set up, 
   the thrones of the house of David.  

I was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
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   ‘May they prosper who love you.  

Peace be within your walls, 
   and security within your towers.’  

I was glad when they said, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
For the sake of my relatives and friends 

   I will say, ‘Peace be within you.’  

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, 
   I will seek your good.  

 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 
(13.11-14) 
 

Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 

for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when 
we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 

aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live 
honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires.  

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading 
 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew(24.36-44). 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 

Jesus spoke to his disciples: ‘About that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
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coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 

and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 

on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 

have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Sit                                                                      Sermon 
The Rector 
 

Stand                                     The Affirmation of Faith 
 

We say together in faith 
  

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, 

who was, and is, and is to come. 
 

We believe in God the Father, who created all things: for by his 
will they were created and have their being. 
 

We believe in God the Son, who was slain: for with his blood, 

he purchased us for God, from every tribe and language, from 
every people and nation. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit: the Spirit and the Bride say, 

Come!’ Even so come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 
 

 

 

Kneel                                           Prayers of Intercession 
 

The prayers may follow this sequence: 
 

The Church of Christ 
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Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority 
The local community 
Those who suffer 
The communion of saints 
These responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy (or) Lord, hear us. 

hear our prayer.   Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 

Stand                                                                  The Peace 

 
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break 

upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of 

death and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
 
The Offertory 
 

A Hymn is sung as the elements of bread and wine are brought to the altar 
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and the gifts of the people are collected. 

 
Offertory Hymn People look East 
 

People, look east. The time is near  
Of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

Trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 
 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

One more seed is planted there: 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

That in course the flower may flourish. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the rose, is on the way. 
 

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

Guard the nest that must be filled. 
Even the hour when wings are frozen 

God for fledging time has chosen. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 

 
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

One more light the bowl shall brim, 
Shining beyond the frosty weather, 

Bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 

 
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 

Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 

With the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
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As the grain once scattered in the fields 

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 

from the corners of the earth 
into your kingdom. 

Amen. 
 
 

Stand                The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you   
and also with you.   

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 

to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 

we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
  
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
  

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 
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inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Kneel                                                     The Lord’s Prayer   
 
Awaiting his coming in glory,  
let us pray with confidence as our as our Saviour has taught us 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread 
 
Every time we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 
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Agnus Dei 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 
 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace. 
 

 

Giving of Communion 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
 
Communicant members of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive 
Holy 
Communion in this Church.  
Anyone is welcome to come forward for to receive a blessing. 
 
 
During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung. 
 

Communion Anthem: J.S. Bach, Wachet Auf 
 
 
Kneel                                       Prayer after Communion 
 
Silence is kept. 
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The Post Communion prayer is said. 
 
O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
We thank you, Lord,  

that you have fed us in this sacrament,  
united us with Christ,  

and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  
prepared for all peoples.  

Amen. 

 

The Notices  
 
Stand A hymn is sung 

 

Post Communion Hymn See the flame of hope 
 
See the flame of hope now burning, 

In the shadows bright and clear. 
God’s eternal promise shining, 

Through the ages ever near. 

Hearts are waiting, longing, yearning, 
For the Savior to appear. 

See the flame of hope now burning.  
 

See the flame of peace now glowing, 
Calming storms within, around. 

God’s unshaken truth now showing, 

Where true rest and grace abound. 
In the stillness of His coming, 

Every fear and doubt is drowned. 
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See the flame of peace now glowing 

 
Light the flame of joy now gleaming, 

Radiant in the darkest night. 
Christ is near, His love redeeming 

Every heart with heaven’s light. 

Songs arise in joyful welcome, 
Breaking forth in pure delight. 

See the flame of joy now gleaming.  
 

See the flame of love now warming 

Broken hearts and shattered dreams. 
God’s unbounded grace transforming, 

leading us to love’s pure stream. 
Love shall reign in truth eternal, 

As we wait and watch for Christ. 
See the flame of love now warming 

 

See the light of Christ within us 
Bidding darkness to depart  

Word made flesh to dwell among us, 
King and God, our Lord, thou art.  

As it was in the beginning,  

Now and evermore shall be, 
Shine within our hearts, Lord Jesus. 

 

 
 
The Dismissal 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
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be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

The ministers and people depart. 
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