Evening Prayer
Sunday, 19" October 2025
Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

O God, make speed to save us.
All O Lord, make haste to help us.

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night:
to you be praise and glory for ever.

As darkness falls you renew your promise

to reveal among us the light of your presence.

By the light of Christ, your living Word,

dispel the darkness of our hearts

that we may walk as children of light

and sing your praise throughout the world.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessed be God for ever.

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
SO may your mercy come down upon us

to cleanse our hearts

and set us free to sing your praise

now and for ever.



All Amen.

Psalm 146

| Alleluia.

Praise the Lord, O my soul:

while [ live will | praise the Lord; ¢
as long as | have any being,

I will sing praises to my God.

2 Put not your trust in princes,

nor in any human power, #
for there is no help in them.

3 When their breath goes forth, they return to the

earth; ¢
on that day all their thoughts perish.

4 Happy are those who have the God of Jacob for their help, #
whose hope is in the Lord their God;

5 Who made heaven and earth,

the sea and all that is in them; ¢
who keeps his promise for ever;

6 Who gives justice to those that suffer wrong ¢
and bread to those who hunger.

7 The Lord looses those that are bound; ¢
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind;

8 The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; ¢
the Lord loves the righteous;

9 The Lord watches over the stranger in the land;

he upholds the orphan and widow; ¢
but the way of the wicked he turns upside down.

10 The Lord shall reign for ever, ¢
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Alleluia.



Psalm 149

| Alleluia.

O sing to the Lord a new song; ¢
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.

2 Let Israel rejoice in their maker; ¢
let the children of Zion be joyful in their king.

3 Let them praise his name in the dance; ¢
let them sing praise to him with timbrel and lyre.

4 For the Lord has pleasure in his people ¢
and adorns the poor with salvation.

5 Let the faithful be joyful in glory;
let them rejoice in their ranks,

6 With the praises of God in their mouths ¢
and a two-edged sword in their hands;

7 To execute vengeance on the nations ¢
and punishment on the peoples;

8 To bind their kings in chains #
and their nobles with fetters of iron;

9 To execute on them the judgement decreed: ¢
such honour have all his faithful servants.
Alleluia.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Nehemiah 8.9-end

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people,
‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’



For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law.
Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet
wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is
prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved,
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” So the Levites stilled all
the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.’
And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send
portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood
the words that were declared to them.

On the second day the heads of ancestral houses of all the people,
with the priests and the Levites, came together to the scribe Ezra
in order to study the words of the law. And they found it written in
the law, which the Lord had commanded by Moses, that the people
of Israel should live in booths during the festival of the seventh
month, and that they should publish and proclaim in all their towns
and in Jerusalem as follows, ‘Go out to the hills and bring branches
of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make
booths, as it is written.” So the people went out and brought them,
and made booths for themselves, each on the roofs of their houses,
and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in
the square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of
Ephraim. And all the assembly of those who had returned from the
captivity made booths and lived in them; for from the days of
Jeshua son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so.
And there was very great rejoicing. And day by day, from the first
day to the last day, he read from the book of the law of God. They
kept the festival for seven days; and on the eighth day there was a
solemn assembly, according to the ordinance.

Second Reading: John [6.1-1|

‘l have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. They
will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when
those who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering
worship to God. And they will do this because they have not
known the Father or me. But | have said these things to you so that



when their hour comes you may remember that | told you about
them.

‘l did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was
with you. But now | am going to him who sent me; yet none of you
asks me, “Where are you going?”’ But because | have said these
things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, | tell you
the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if | go, | will send him
to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about
sin and righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do
not believe in me; about righteousness, because | am going to the
Father and you will see me no longer; about judgement, because
the ruler of this world has been condemned.

A short reflection follows

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
the Lord is the strength of my life.

All The Lord is my light and my salvation;
the Lord is the strength of my life.
The light shines in the darkness
and the darkness has not overcome it.

All The Lord is the strength of my life.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.

All The Lord is my light and my salvation;
the Lord is the strength of my life.

from Psalm 27 and John |

The Magnificat

| My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
2 From this day all generations will call me blessed;
the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name.



3 He has mercy on those who fear him,
from generation to generation.

4 He has shown strength with his arm
and has scattered the proud in their conceit,

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.

6 He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
to remember his promise of mercy,

8 The promise made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and his children for ever.

All  Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Prayers

Silence may be kept.

The Collect of the day is said

All

Almighty and everlasting God,

increase in us your gift of faith

that, forsaking what lies behind

and reaching out to that which is before,
we may run the way of your commandments
and win the crown of everlasting joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,

Luke 1.46-55



hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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