
 

 

Evening Prayer  

Sunday, 5th October 2025 

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
  

O God, make speed to save us. 

All O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As darkness falls you renew your promise 

to reveal among us the light of your presence. 

By the light of Christ, your living Word, 

dispel the darkness of our hearts 

that we may walk as children of light 

and sing your praise throughout the world. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept. 

 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

 



Psalm 142 

1 I cry aloud to the Lord; ♦ 

to the Lord I make my supplication. 

2 I pour out my complaint before him ♦ 

and tell him of my trouble. 

3 When my spirit faints within me, you know my path; ♦ 

in the way wherein I walk have they laid a snare for me. 

4 I look to my right hand, and find no one who knows me; ♦ 

I have no place to flee to, and no one cares for my soul.  

5 I cry out to you, O Lord, and say: ♦ 

‘You are my refuge, my portion in the land of the living. 

6 ‘Listen to my cry, for I am brought very low; ♦ 

save me from my persecutors, for they are too strong for me. 

7 ‘Bring my soul out of prison, 

that I may give thanks to your name; ♦ 

when you have dealt bountifully with me, 

then shall the righteous gather around me.’ 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

 

First Reading: Nehemiah 5.1-13 

 

Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their wives 

against their Jewish kin. For there were those who said, ‘With our 

sons and our daughters, we are many; we must get grain, so that 

we may eat and stay alive.’ There were also those who said, ‘We 

are having to pledge our fields, our vineyards, and our houses in 

order to get grain during the famine.’ And there were those who 

said, ‘We are having to borrow money on our fields and vineyards 

to pay the king’s tax. Now our flesh is the same as that of our 

kindred; our children are the same as their children; and yet we are 



forcing our sons and daughters to be slaves, and some of our 

daughters have been ravished; we are powerless, and our fields and 

vineyards now belong to others.’  

I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints. 

After thinking it over, I brought charges against the nobles and the 

officials; I said to them, ‘You are all taking interest from your own 

people.’ And I called a great assembly to deal with them, and said to 

them, ‘As far as we were able, we have bought back our Jewish 

kindred who had been sold to other nations; but now you are 

selling your own kin, who must then be bought back by us!’ They 

were silent, and could not find a word to say. So I said, ‘The thing 

that you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of 

our God, to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? 

Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them 

money and grain. Let us stop this taking of interest. Restore to 

them, this very day, their fields, their vineyards, their olive 

orchards, and their houses, and the interest on money, grain, wine, 

and oil that you have been exacting from them.’ Then they said, 

‘We will restore everything and demand nothing more from them. 

We will do as you say.’ And I called the priests, and made them 

take an oath to do as they had promised. I also shook out the fold 

of my garment and said, ‘So may God shake out everyone from 

house and from property who does not perform this promise. 

Thus may they be shaken out and emptied.’ And all the assembly 

said, ‘Amen’, and praised the Lord. And the people did as they had 

promised.  

 

 

Second Reading: John 9 

 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 

asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he spat 

on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud 



on the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ 

(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able 

to see. The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a 

beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 

Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is 

someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept 

asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The 

man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 

“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received 

my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’  

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 

blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 

opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 

had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. 

Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This 

man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But 

others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ 

And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, ‘What 

do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is 

a prophet.’  

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 

his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received 

his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born 

blind? How then does he now see?’ His parents answered, ‘We 

know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do 

not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened 

his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His 

parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews 

had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 

Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents 

said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’  

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, 

and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is 

a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 

thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ They said to 

him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He 

answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. 

Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 



disciples?’ Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but 

we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to 

Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 

know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We 

know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one 

who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began 

has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born 

blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ They 

answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying 

to teach us?’ And they drove him out.  

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, 

he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And 

who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ He 

said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘I came 

into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may 

see, and those who do see may become blind.’ Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not 

blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not 

have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.  

 

 

A short reflection follows 

 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

the Lord is the strength of my life. 

All The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

the Lord is the strength of my life. 

The light shines in the darkness 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

All The Lord is the strength of my life. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

All The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

the Lord is the strength of my life. 

from Psalm 27 and John 1 
 



The Magnificat 
 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed;  

the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him,  

from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm  

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones  

and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things  

and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,  

to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors,  

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers 
 

Silence may be kept. 

 

The Collect of the day is said 

 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 

      of your people who call upon you; 

and grant that they may both perceive and know 

      what things they ought to do, 

and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 



in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen.  

 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from 
Church House Publishing.  

The Bible readings (other than the psalms) are from The New Revised 
Standard Version Anglicized Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/join-us-in-daily-prayer/copyright.aspx
http://www.chpublishing.co.uk/
https://nrsvbibles.org/
https://nrsvbibles.org/

