
St Mary-at-Finchley 
Parish Eucharist 

10am 
Second Sunday of Advent 

8th December 2024 
 

The Gathering 
 
Stand A hymn is sung as the choir, servers and clergy enter 
 

Processional Hymn: 321 Love Divine 
 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
pure unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

 
Breath, o breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev’ry troubled breast; 

let us all in thee inherit, 
let us find thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning, 
Alpha and Omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, almighty to deliver,  
let us all thy grace receive; 

suddenly return, and never,  
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never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  

serve thee as thy hosts above; 
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,  

glory in thy perfect love. 
 

Finish then thy new creation: 

pure and spotless let us be;  
let us see thy great salvation, 

perfectly restored in thee; 
changed from glory into glory,  

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 
The Greeting 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
 
The Advent Wreath 
 

A Candle on the Advent Wreath is lit and a prayer said 

 
God our Father, 

you spoke to the prophets of old 
of a Saviour who would bring peace. 

You helped them to spread the joyful message 
of his coming kingdom. 
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Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, 

to share with those around us 

the good news of your power and love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
Kneel                                          Prayers of Penitence 
 

 
When the Lord comes 

he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

O King enthroned on high, 

filling the earth with your glory:  
holy is your name, 

Lord God almighty. 
In our sinfulness we cry to you 

to take our guilt away, 

and to cleanse our lips to speak your word, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life et eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Kyrie eleison 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
The Collect 
 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words 
‘Let us pray’. 
 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 

and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings 
 
Sit 
 
A reading from the prophet Malachi (3.1-4) 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 

the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? 
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For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 

them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Benedictus 
 

He has raised up for us a mighty saviour. 

‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
   for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them.  

He has raised up a mighty saviour for us 
   in the house of his servant David,  

He has raised up for us a mighty saviour. 

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  
   that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who 

hate us.  
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 

   and has remembered his holy covenant,  

He has raised up for us a mighty saviour. 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

   to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 

   before him all our days.  
He has raised up for us a mighty saviour. 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  
to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

   by the forgiveness of their sins.  
He has raised up for us a mighty saviour. 

By the tender mercy of our God, 

   the dawn from on high will break upon us,  
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

   to guide our feet into the way of peace.’  
He has raised up for us a mighty saviour. 
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A reading from the letter to the Philippians (1.3-11) 
 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 

every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 

of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because 
you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 

both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the 

gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may 

overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading 
 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (3.1-6). 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 

Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
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Every valley shall be filled, 

   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’  
 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
Sit                                                                      Sermon 
Deji Makanjuola 

  

Stand                                     The Affirmation of Faith 
 

We say together in faith 
  

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
 

We believe in God the Father, who created all things: for by his 

will they were created and have their being. 
 

We believe in God the Son, who was slain: for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, from every tribe and language, from 

every people and nation. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit: the Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come!’ Even so come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 

 
 

 

Kneel                                           Prayers of Intercession 
 

The prayers may follow this sequence: 
 

The Church of Christ 
Creation, human society, the Sovereign and those in authority 
The local community 
Those who suffer 
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The communion of saints 
These responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy (or) Lord, hear us. 

hear our prayer.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
 

Stand                                                                  The Peace 

 
In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break 

upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of 
death and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
 
The Offertory 
 

A Hymn is sung as the elements of bread and wine are brought to the altar 
and the gifts of the people are collected. 

 
Offertory Hymn Christ be our light 

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  



 8 

Longing for truth, we turn to you.  

Make us your own, your holy people,  

light for the world to see. 
 

Christ be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ be our light! 
Shine in your church 
gathered today. 
 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has the power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry.  
Longing for water, many still thirst.  

Make us your bread, broken for others,  

shared until all are fed. 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless,  
Longing for warmth, many are cold.  

Make us your building, sheltering others,  

walls made of living stone. 
 

Many the gifts, many the people,  
many the hearts that yearn to belong.  

Let us be servants to one another,  
Making your kingdom come. 

 

 
 
As the grain once scattered in the fields 
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
from the corners of the earth 

into your kingdom. 
Amen. 
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Stand                The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you   
and also with you.   

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 

to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 

we now watch for the day 

when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory, 

for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
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he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
  
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

  
Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
Dying you destroyed our death, 

rising you restored our life: 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
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Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Kneel                                                     The Lord’s Prayer   
 
Awaiting his coming in glory,  
let us pray with confidence as our as our Saviour has taught us 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread 
 
Every time we eat this bread 

and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. 
 

 

Agnus Dei 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 

 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
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Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us peace. 
 

 

Giving of Communion 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 
 
Communicant members of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive 
Holy 
Communion in this Church.  
Anyone is welcome to come forward for to receive a blessing. 
 
 
During the distribution hymns and anthems may be sung. 

Anthem: Handel, Lord, I trust thee 
 

 
 
 
Kneel                                       Prayer after Communion 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
The Post Communion prayer is said. 
 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 

in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
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we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
We thank you, Lord,  

that you have fed us in this sacrament,  

united us with Christ,  
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet  

prepared for all peoples.  
Amen. 

 

The Notices  
 
Stand A hymn is sung 

 
Post Communion Hymn 467 Tell out my soul 

 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;  
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name: 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,  
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word: 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 



 14 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children’s children and for evermore. 
 

 
The Dismissal 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
The ministers and people depart. 
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