
 

 

Evening Prayer  

Sunday,  13th October 2024 

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As darkness falls you renew your promise 

to reveal among us the light of your presence. 

By the light of Christ, your living Word, 

dispel the darkness of our hearts 

that we may walk as children of light 

and sing your praise throughout the world. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Candles are lit. 

 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 

so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

 



Psalm 127 

1 Unless the Lord builds the house, ♦ 

those who build it labour in vain. 

2 Unless the Lord keeps the city, ♦ 

the guard keeps watch in vain. 

3 It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early 

and go so late to rest, eating the bread of toil, ♦ 

for he gives his beloved sleep.  

4 Children are a heritage from the Lord ♦ 

and the fruit of the womb is his gift. 

5 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, ♦ 

so are the children of one’s youth. 

6 Happy are those who have their quiver full of them: ♦ 

they shall not be put to shame 

when they dispute with their enemies in the gate. 

Psalm 128 

1 Blessed are all those who fear the Lord, ♦ 

and walk in his ways. 

2 You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands; ♦ 

it shall go well with you, and happy shall you be.  

3 Your wife within your house 

shall be like a fruitful vine; ♦ 

your children round your table, 

like fresh olive branches. 

4 Thus shall the one be blest ♦ 

who fears the Lord.  

5 The Lord from out of Zion bless you, ♦ 

that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity 

all the days of your life. 

6 May you see your children’s children, ♦ 

and may there be peace upon Israel. 



Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

 

 

First Reading: Joshua 5.13 - 6.20 

 

Once when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 

standing before him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went 

to him and said to him, ‘Are you one of us, or one of our 

adversaries?’ He replied, ‘Neither; but as commander of the army 

of the Lord I have now come.’ And Joshua fell on his face to the 

earth and worshipped, and he said to him, ‘What do you command 

your servant, my lord?’ The commander of the army of the Lord 

said to Joshua, ‘Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place 

where you stand is holy.’ And Joshua did so.  

Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because of the Israelites; 

no one came out and no one went in. The Lord said to Joshua, 

‘See, I have handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and 

soldiers. You shall march around the city, all the warriors circling 

the city once. Thus you shall do for six days, with seven priests 

bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the 

seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, the 

priests blowing the trumpets. When they make a long blast with 

the ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then 

all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city 

will fall down flat, and all the people shall charge straight ahead.’ So 

Joshua son of Nun summoned the priests and said to them, ‘Take 

up the ark of the covenant, and have seven priests carry seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark of the Lord.’ To the 

people he said, ‘Go forward and march around the city; have the 

armed men pass on before the ark of the Lord.’  

As Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests carrying 

the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the Lord went forward, 

blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord 

following them. And the armed men went before the priests who 

blew the trumpets; the rearguard came after the ark, while the 



trumpets blew continually. To the people Joshua gave this 

command: ‘You shall not shout or let your voice be heard, nor shall 

you utter a word, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall 

shout.’ So the ark of the Lord went around the city, circling it once; 

and they came into the camp, and spent the night in the camp.  

Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the 

ark of the Lord. The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of 

rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord passed on, blowing the 

trumpets continually. The armed men went before them, and the 

rearguard came after the ark of the Lord, while the trumpets blew 

continually. On the second day they marched around the city once 

and then returned to the camp. They did this for six days.  

On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, and marched around 

the city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day 

that they marched around the city seven times. And at the seventh 

time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the 

people, ‘Shout! For the Lord has given you the city. The city and all 

that is in it shall be devoted to the Lord for destruction. Only 

Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall 

live, because she hid the messengers we sent. As for you, keep 

away from the things devoted to destruction, so as not to covet 

and take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel an 

object for destruction, bringing trouble upon it. But all silver and 

gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are sacred to the Lord; they 

shall go into the treasury of the Lord.’ So the people shouted, and 

the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound 

of the trumpets, they raised a great shout, and the wall fell down 

flat; so the people charged straight ahead into the city and captured 

it.  

 

 

Second Reading: Matthew 10.1-22 

 

Matthew 11.20-end 

Then Jesus began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds 

of power had been done, because they did not repent. ‘Woe to 

you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power 

done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 



repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, on the day 

of judgement it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for 

you. And you, Capernaum, 

will you be exalted to heaven? 

   No, you will be brought down to Hades. 

For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it 

would have remained until this day. But I tell you that on the day of 

judgement it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for 

you.’  

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 

earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 

intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 

was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by 

my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 

one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 

chooses to reveal him.  

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 

from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’  

 

 

A short reflection follows 

 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

the Lord is the strength of my life. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

the Lord is the strength of my life. 

The light shines in the darkness 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

The Lord is the strength of my life. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

the Lord is the strength of my life. 

from Psalm 27 and John 1 
 



The Magnificat 
 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed;  

the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him,  

from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm  

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones  

and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things  

and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,  

to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors,  

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers 
 

Silence may be kept. 

 

The Collect of the day is said 

 

God, the giver of life, 

whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: 

by the Spirit's gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ 

      and make us eager to do your will, 

that we may share with the whole creation 

      the joys of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 



who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all evermore. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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