
 

 

Evening Prayer  

Sunday,  28th April 2024 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 

All O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 

All let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

From the deep waters of death 

you brought your people to new birth 

by raising your Son to life in triumph. 

Through him dark death has been destroyed 

and radiant life is everywhere restored. 

As you call us out of darkness into his marvellous light 

may our lives reflect his glory 

and our lips repeat the endless song. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Candles are lit. 

 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 



so may your mercy come down upon us 

to cleanse our hearts 

and set us free to sing your praise 

now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 

 

Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; ♦ 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his name; ♦ 

tell out his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations ♦ 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; ♦ 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the nations are but idols; ♦ 

it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6 Honour and majesty are before him; ♦ 

power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ♦ 

ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; ♦ 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; ♦ 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king. ♦ 

He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; ♦ 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

12 Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them; ♦ 

let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 



13 For he comes, he comes to judge the earth; ♦ 

with righteousness he will judge the world 

and the peoples with his truth. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

 

First Reading: Isaiah 60.1-14 

 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you.  

Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, 

   the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; 

they shall be acceptable on my altar, 

   and I will glorify my glorious house.  



 

Who are these that fly like a cloud, 

   and like doves to their windows?  

For the coastlands shall wait for me, 

   the ships of Tarshish first, 

to bring your children from far away, 

   their silver and gold with them, 

for the name of the Lord your God, 

   and for the Holy One of Israel, 

   because he has glorified you.  

Foreigners shall build up your walls, 

   and their kings shall minister to you; 

for in my wrath I struck you down, 

   but in my favour I have had mercy on you.  

Your gates shall always be open; 

   day and night they shall not be shut, 

so that nations shall bring you their wealth, 

   with their kings led in procession.  

For the nation and kingdom 

   that will not serve you shall perish; 

   those nations shall be utterly laid waste.  

The glory of Lebanon shall come to you, 

   the cypress, the plane, and the pine, 

to beautify the place of my sanctuary; 

   and I will glorify where my feet rest.  

The descendants of those who oppressed you 

   shall come bending low to you, 

and all who despised you 

   shall bow down at your feet; 

they shall call you the City of the Lord, 

   the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  

 

 

Second Reading: Revelation 3.1-13 

 

To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him 

who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: 



I know your works; you have a name for being alive, but you are dead. 

Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is at the point of death, for I 

have not found your works perfect in the sight of my God. Remember 

then what you received and heard; obey it, and repent. If you do not wake 

up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come 

to you. Yet you have still a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their 

clothes; they will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. If 

you conquer, you will be clothed like them in white robes, and I will not 

blot your name out of the book of life; I will confess your name before my 

Father and before his angels. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the 

Spirit is saying to the churches.  

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

These are the words of the holy one, the true one, 

   who has the key of David, 

   who opens and no one will shut, 

     who shuts and no one opens:  

I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no 

one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you 

have kept my word and have not denied my name. I will make those of the 

synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but are lying—

I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will 

learn that I have loved you. Because you have kept my word of patient 

endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the 

whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. I am coming soon; hold 

fast to what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. If you 

conquer, I will make you a pillar in the temple of my God; you will never 

go out of it. I will write on you the name of my God, and the name of the 

city of my God, the new Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of 

heaven, and my own new name. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what 

the Spirit is saying to the churches.  

 

 

A short reflection follows 

 

 

The Lord is my strength and my song: 

he has become my salvation. 

The Lord is my strength and my song: 



he has become my salvation. 

I shall not die, but live, 

and declare the works of the Lord. 

He has become my salvation. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord is my strength and my song: 

he has become my salvation. 

from Psalm 118 
 

The Magnificat 
 

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed;  

the Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. 

3 He has mercy on those who fear him,  

from generation to generation. 

4 He has shown strength with his arm  

and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones  

and lifting up the lowly. 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things  

and sent the rich away empty. 

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,  

to remember his promise of mercy, 

8 The promise made to our ancestors,  

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46-55 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

Prayers 
 

Silence may be kept. 

 



The Collect of the day is said 

 

Almighty God, 

who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 

grant that, as by your grace going before us 

      you put into our minds good desires, 

so by your continual help 

we may bring them to good effect; 

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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