
St Mary-at-Finchley 
 

Festival Eucharist with Holy Baptism 
 

31st March 2024 

 
 
The Gathering  
 
 

Stand The Easter Candle is brought into church. 

 

Christ yesterday and today,  
the beginning and the end,  

Alpha and Omega,  
all time belongs to him, and all ages;  

to him be glory and power,  

through every age and for ever.  
Amen.  

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 

We make a joyful noise! 
 

Processional Hymn 267 Jesus Christ is risen today 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
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Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
 
In the name of the Father, 

 
and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ was raised gloriously from the 

dead, crushing the power of sin and destroying the sting of death. 
 

Throughout the world Christians celebrate the mighty power of God as 

Christ calls us out of darkness to share in his marvellous light.  
 

May we, and all Christ’s people, shine as lights in the world to the glory of 
God the Father 
 
Gloria in Excelsis 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
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almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen. 

 
 
The Collect 
 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. 
Amen. 
 

 
Readings 
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Sit 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (10.34-43) 
 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right 

is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that 

he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Psalm 118.14-24 
 
O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 

‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;  
   the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

   the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’  

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
I shall not die, but I shall live, 

   and recount the deeds of the Lord.  
The Lord has punished me severely, 

   but he did not give me over to death.  

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
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Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

   that I may enter through them 
   and give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord; 

   the righteous shall enter through it.  

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
I thank you that you have answered me 
   and have become my salvation.  

The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the chief cornerstone.  

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
This is the Lord’s doing; 

   it is marvellous in our eyes.  
This is the day that the Lord has made; 

   let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
Save us we beseech you O Lord! 

O Lord we beseech you, give us success! 

O give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
 

 
A reading from the first letter to the Corinthians (15.1-
11) 
 
Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 

through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 

that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.  
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 
was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most 

of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely born, 
he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me has not been in 
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vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was 

not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, 
so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Stand A hymn is sung 
 
 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 

Alleluia! 

 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (20.1-18) 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the 
other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running 

together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 

did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place 

by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, 
and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 

that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their 

homes.  
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But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 

look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 

They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 

have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 
When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, 

but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why 
are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the 

gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 

Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended 
to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to 

my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told 

them that he had said these things to her.  

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit   
Sermon – The Rector 
 
Following the sermon everyone is encouraged to follow the servers, the 
clergy and the candidates to the font for the baptism  

 
Presentation of the candidates 
 
The president then says to those being baptised 
Do you wish to be baptized? 
I do. 

 

Faith is the gift of God to his people. 
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 

People of God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in their 
new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 
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Decision 
 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  
Therefore I ask: 

 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 

 

Signing with the Cross 
 
The president makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of each 
candidate, saying 
 
Christ claims you for his own.  

Receive the sign of his cross. 

 
The president invites sponsors to sign the candidates with the cross.  

 
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 

Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 
against sin, the world and the devil, 

and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 

 
May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 

restore in you the image of his glory,  
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.  Amen. 
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Prayer over the water 
 
The president stands before the water of baptism and says 

 
Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, for your gift of water in creation, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

 

For your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 
bringing light and life, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
 

For your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
baptized in the river Jordan, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

 
For your new creation, 

brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

 
For your grace bestowed upon us your children, 
washing away our sins, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Father, accept our sacrifice of praise; may your holy and life-giving Spirit 

move upon these waters. 
Lord, receive our prayer. 

 
Restore through them the beauty of your creation, and bring those who 

are baptized to new birth in the family of your Church. 

Lord, receive our prayer. 
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Anoint your children with power from on high, and make them one with 
Christ in the freedom of your kingdom. 

Lord, receive our prayer. 

 
For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, 

now and for ever. 
Alleluia.  Amen. 

 
Profession of faith 
 

Let us affirm, together with these who are being baptized, 

our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 
I believe and trust in him. 

 
This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
Baptism 
 
The president pours water on each candidate, saying 
N, I baptize you 
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in the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The president says 
May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 

pour upon you the riches of his grace, 

that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people 
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 

and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.  Amen. 
 

 

Intercessions – Remain standing for a short time of prayer 

 

Welcome 
 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

N and N, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 
We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
we welcome you. 
 

The congregation greet the newly baptized. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 
Stand        
The Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples  
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia 
 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 
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Offertory Hymn 355 Now the green blade riseth 
 
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 

wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

In the grave they laid Him, Love by hatred slain, 

thinking that never he would wake again, 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 

thy touch can call us back to life again; 

fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green. 

 
 
The Offertory 
 
A Hymn is sung as the elements of bread and wine are brought to the altar 

and the gifts of the people are collected. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 1 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 

to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 

For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 

 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith 
Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 
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and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

Kneel    The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation let us pray as our Saviour taught us 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
Breaking of Bread 
 

We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 

Agnus Dei 
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Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
 

 
Giving of Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are welcome to receive 
Communion, anyone is welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

During Communion: Haydn “Achieved is the glorious work“ 
                              M Posten “All this happiness” 
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 Kneel      Prayer after Communion 
 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Faithful God, 
in baptism you have adopted us as your children, 

made us members of the body of Christ 
and chosen us as inheritors of your kingdom: 

we thank you that in this Eucharist 

you renew your promises within us, 
empower us by your Spirit to witness and to serve, 

and send us out as disciples of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 
Or  
 

The Notices  

 
 

Post Communion Hymn 503 Thine be the Glory 

 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
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Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won. 

 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

Let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 

Life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife, 

Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 

Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

 
 
Blessing and Dismissal 
 

 
The president gives each of the newly baptized a lighted candle, these are 
lit from the Easter candle. 
 
When all the newly baptized have received a candle, the president says 
 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and has given us a place with the saints in light. 

 
You have received the light of Christ;  

walk in this light all the days of your life. 

Shine as a light in the world 
to the glory of God the Father.  

 
God the Father, 

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 

strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life: 
and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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With the risen life of Christ within you, 

go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia 

 
The ministers and people depart. 
 
The picture on the front depicting the new Easter candle is by the artist Steve Erspamer 

Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000 
Second edition 2007  


